
By JENNANI DURAI

HE IS a boardroom high-flier who
helped to set up big-name firms
including Jetstar Asia and Pep-
si-Cola Vietnam.

But as a schoolboy, Mr Tony
Chew was more concerned about
where his next meal was coming
from.

“I was so malnourished that
the principal gave me a free bottle
of milk each day and made me
drink it in front of him,” said the
66-year-old businessman.

“Perhaps he felt that if I didn’t
drink it, I may have brought it
home to share with my eight sib-
lings. Those days we always
shared what little food we had.”

That undernourished child
went on to become the chairman
of the Singapore Business Federa-
tion and founder of more than 20
companies.

And yesterday, he revealed the
secrets of his success to an audi-
ence of more than 120 students,
businessmen and fellow alumni of
St Joseph’s Institution (SJI).

They are: vision, help from oth-
ers and commitment.

Mr Chew, the executive chair-
man of investment firm Asia
Resource Corporation, said he
formed a plan at an early age
when he was accepted into the
household of prominent business-
man Mr Ko Teck Kin.

The older man was an inspira-
tion as he had developed his busi-
ness skills and made a wide net-
work of connections, despite hav-
ing only a primary school educa-
tion and speaking no English.

“Mr Ko gave me a vision and
an inspiration,” said Mr Chew. “I
saw in him the success, the public
service and the wisdom which I
hoped for, from that day to now.”

Mr Ko was not his only men-
tor. Another was Dutch business-
man Ted de Ponti, with whom he
ran a small trading firm in the
1970s.

Mr Chew said that although he
had been unable to afford busi-
ness school, working with Mr de
Ponti was a “business education”.

“I learnt the importance of
trust in business,” he said. “I
learnt how to build trust – by
being correct, careful, honest,
punctual and meticulous in every
part of business.”

It was Mr de Ponti’s death in
1990 that jolted Mr Chew into
committing himself to public ser-
vice in Singapore, inspired by
both his mentors’ records of gener-
osity and service.

“That year I made a commit-
ment to look beyond business,
and to dedicate myself to Singa-
pore,” he said.

Mr Chew has since served on
at least 20 committees, boards or
councils of government or eco-
nomic agency initiatives.

He told the audience that peo-
ple often ask him if he was ‘lucky’
in life, and he answers by saying
that some have good luck and do
not make use of it, while others
have bad luck but manage to over-
come it.

“I didn’t have much luck
myself,” he said. “In fact, I had a
terrible start in life and many diffi-
culties along the way. Instead of
luck, I had three factors: commit-
ment, a plan and a lot of help
from others.”

Mr Chew was speaking as part
of the Fullerton-SJI Leadership
Lecture series that features promi-
nent St Joseph’s Institution alum-
ni. The next instalment in the
series is on March 28.

jennanid@sph.com.sg

By AMELIA TENG

THE Singapore Institute of
Technology (SIT) will be
offering a new degree course
this year to train the next
generation of information
technology whizzes.

The two-year computing
science course will be
operated in partnership with
the University of Glasgow.

It will cater to diploma
holders in that field and take
in 50 to 60 students from
September.

SIT students will
undertake the same
coursework as their
counterparts at the
prestigious Scottish
university.

Topics include
programming and engineering
large software systems, which
will prepare them for jobs
such as IT consultants or
application developers.

SIT will be offering 26
degree programmes this year,
including the course in
electrical power engineering
that was announced last

October. This will bring its
yearly intake of students to
1,500, up from 1,300 last
year.

“We now have degree
programmes at all five
polytechnics,” said Professor
Tan Thiam Soon,
president-designate of SIT.

He was speaking at the
ground-breaking ceremony
for SIT’s fifth and final
satellite campus at Republic
Polytechnic (RP) on Tuesday.

The nine-storey building in
Woodlands – which was
awarded a Green Mark
Platinum Award by the
Building and Construction
Authority for its eco-friendly
features – will house 660
students.

Its first intake will share
RP’s facilities until the
building is completed.

The SIT currently operates
on a decentralised campus
model.

By 2014, it will have its
own buildings on the
campuses of the five
polytechnics here and will be
home to over 4,000 students.
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By GRACE CHUA

GLAUCOMA sufferers who forget
to take their eyedrops have been
given new hope, thanks to a
slow-release technology devel-
oped by a new Singapore research
unit.

A team at the Ocular Therapeu-
tic Engineering Centre (OTEC),
opened on Tuesday at Nanyang
Technological University,
wrapped an existing anti-glauco-
ma drug in tiny nanocapsules
which can be injected painlessly
into the eye’s surface.

A single injection can deliver
drugs for up to three months.

The technology is expected to
be more effective than current
eyedrop treatments, which pa-
tients can forget to take. The eye-
drop also tends to flow out of the
eye.

Glaucoma causes pressure to
build up in the eye and destroy
the optic nerve. It leads to gradu-

al blindness over many years and
affects 6 per cent of Singapore’s
population.

Because glaucoma is a chronic
disease, patients stay on medica-
tion for life.

But some 90 per cent fail to
continue their eyedrops for more
than two years, said adjunct asso-
ciate professor Tina Wong, co-di-
rector of the centre and senior
consultant at the Singapore
National Eye Centre.

As they have to visit the doc-
tor for regular check-ups any-
way, the injection can be adminis-
tered there, she said.

Now, human trials of the tech-
nique are about to begin and, if
successful, it could be on the mar-
ket in as soon as a few years’
time, said NTU Provost Freddy
Boey, who has invented medical
technologies such as heart stents
that slowly let drugs into the
bloodstream.

The centre will also develop

methods to treat other eye condi-
tions such as cataracts and retinal
diseases. For example, it could
load cataract-replacement lenses
with antibiotics to prevent infec-
tions after cataract surgery.

OTEC is also looking for ways
to better deliver drugs to the
hard-to-reach back of the eye,
which becomes damaged in
retinal diseases like macular
degeneration. It will work closely
with NTU’s new Lee Kong Chian
School of Medicine, which opens
in July.

Previously, Dr Wong and cen-
tre co-director Subbu Venkatra-
man also developed a drug-releas-
ing gel that stays in the eye for a
few days instead of leaking out,
helping to prevent scarring after
glaucoma surgery.

Prof Boey said: “Taking the
right drug is one thing but taking
the right drug and releasing it in a
timely way is very important.”
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By SANDRA DAVIE
SENIOR WRITER

ANOTHER overseas university
partner of the Singapore Institute
of Technology (SIT) is in discus-
sions with the school to lengthen
the time taken to complete two de-
gree programmes to three years.

The Technical University of
Munich (TUM), which runs de-
gree programmes in electrical engi-
neering and chemical engineering,
wants the current 21/2-year cours-
es to take three years, similar to
the bachelor’s degree courses it of-
fers in Germany.

Like the US-based DigiPen In-
stitute of Technology, which is re-
viewing the degree courses it runs
with SIT, TUM has a high rate of
students dropping out here, be-
cause of the demanding nature of
the studies.

The attrition rate is about 20
per cent in the electrical engineer-
ing course and 15 per cent in the
chemical engineering one. Most
drop out in the first few months
or at the end of the first year.

About 40 students enrol each
year in each of the programmes
run by the German science and en-
gineering institution, which has
produced 15 Nobel Prize winners.

Dr Markus Waechter, who
heads TUM Asia, said: “Students
need time to get up to speed.
Right now, because the course is
packed, they have to hit the
ground running.”

He added that the students, 95

per cent of whom are polytechnic
graduates, have difficulty with
the high-level mathematics and
physics covered in the courses.

“Students see the first few
months as a trial period. If they
can’t handle the rigour of the pro-
gramme, they leave rather than
waste their time and money.”

One student who dropped out
said: “After two years in national
service, I had lost the momentum
of studying. I was constantly
struggling to keep up. In the end,
I knew I wasn’t going to make it.”

Dr Waechter said lengthening
the course period will also enable
the university to take in students
with related engineering diplo-
mas.

He added: “At the moment, we
have some students with other di-
plomas wanting to join us but we
can’t take them in as they would
need the full three years.”

Over at DigiPen, dubbed the
Harvard of game design, its attri-
tion rate of 25 per cent had raised
concerns among students and par-
ents, The Sunday Times reported
last year.

Fine arts students in the digital
art and animation programme
were quoted as saying it did not
help that the course – which re-
quires them to study high-level
mathematics and physics – was
compressed into two years.

Nor was it possible to extend
the timeframe as they would then
have to pay higher, non-subsi-
dised fees.

SIT is able to fast-track the stu-
dents because of the credit exemp-
tions given to polytechnic stu-
dents. They also do not take a
three-month, mid-year break.
About 75 per cent of their fees are
subsidised by the Government.

SIT said it is working with
TUM and DigiPen to review the
course structure and subsidies.

The institute, which recently
announced an expansion of its in-
take to 3,500 a year by 2020, has
also said it is looking into offering

a variety of courses, including
three-year degrees and joint de-
grees on top of the two-year pro-
grammes it now runs.

Polytechnic student Cheryl
Toh, 19, who aims to pursue an al-
lied health degree at SIT, supports

the move to enlarge its offerings.
“Some of us don’t mind the three
years. It will give us more time to
get a fuller education, including
doing work attachments and over-
seas exchange programmes.”
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SIT to offer new computing science degree course

The Singapore Institute of Technology’s satellite campus at Republic Polytechnic,
which will be completed in 2014. PHOTOS: SINGAPORE INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY

Mr Tony Chew (left), chairman of the Singapore Business Federation, delivering a
lecture in the second instalment of the Fullerton-SJI Leadership Lectures. With
him is moderator Arnold Gay. ST PHOTO: DESMOND WEE
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