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In 2009, SJIOBA embarked on a
motivated mission to reconnect as many
cohorts of old boys to the school as

possible by 2012 when the school turns
160 years old. The events are also part of
the SJIOBA’s fund raising efforts for the
school.

This year, three homecoming dinners were
held in SJI (Malcolm Road) to welcome
various cohorts of boys back to school with
an interesting theme: Boys! Come Home
for Dinner.

The first homecoming dinner was held in
April. About 300 graduands from Classes of
1976-1979 came back to school with 20 of
their former teachers. In July, 290
graduands from Classes 1980-1982 and 20
of their teachers were here. The last dinner
for 2009 saw more than 300 graduands
from Classes of 1987-1990 with 22 of their
teachers in attendance at the dinner in
October.

The former teachers present included
some memorable and much loved old
boys of SJI. Father Gerald Tseng and Mr
Peter Martens are the oldest alumni to
come back to SJI that evening. Fr Tseng is
from the graduating class of 1948 and
Mr Martens is from the class of 1952. Both
of them have seen generations of Tseng
and Martens boys in SJI. Other old
boys/former teachers included Mr Tan Chin
Seng (Class of 1959), Mr Marcel Lee (Class
of 1975) and Mr Tan Puay Seng (Class of
1975).

Father Tseng commented, “It’s good to
meet my former students. I feel excellent

Boys! Come Home for Dinner

today and I want to thank Lim Cheng Tju
who picked me up and Alvin Lim who sent
me home. I cannot wait for the next dinner
in January”. These old boys are true
Josephians.

This cohort also invited many female
teachers (see picture above). Mrs Amy
Chua said, “It's a happy occasion for me as
I'm able to meet my old friends (colleagues)
and students again. It has been 20 years
for many of them. It is heartening to know
that many of my students are happily
married with children and are doing well in
their career.”

At the third dinner, about 35 current and
former students from the SJI Pipe Band led
the procession of former teachers into the
school hall, all of whom were greeted by
Dr Koh (Principal, SJI), Mr Philip Seah
(President, SJIOBA) and 18 other old boys. 

Danny Yong (Class of 1988) said, "It was
great to see how enthusiastic the old boys
were to be back in our old school, to get
reacquainted with SJI and our former
teachers, and most of all, to see each other

again and talk about the good old days.
Thanks to the generosity of the old boys,
we managed to raise over $120,000

that night for the SJI
Endowment Fund. I'm
proud to say that at the
3rd homecoming dinner, I
was amongst Josephians
who are truly Men for
Others."

Fund raising was done
through pledges, auction
o f  p a i n t i n g s  a n d
merchandise sales. Current
students also got an

exciting glimpse into the SJI brotherhood, a
tradition they are now a part of, and old
boys reconnected with the school, their
former teachers and classmates.

The next Homecoming Dinner will be for
the Classes of 1982-1986 on Saturday, 23
January. For more information on the
Homecoming Dinners, log on to sjioba.org
or email Gideon Mak (Class of 1971) at
makkt@pacific.net.sg.  
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The teams kicked off the 2009 Ortega
Cup soccer competition on a sunny
Saturday on the 19th of September.

Two challenge cups were up for the
competition – the Ortega Cup and the
Suhaimi Cup. The Under-16 team
competition was not included in the games
this year due to the months of uncertainty
following the H1N1 outbreak.
Nevertheless, the RI (JC) stadium was filled
with a crowd of ORA and SJIOBA
supporters cheering for their soccer boys.

The SJI Over-40 teams were led by Captain
Brian Wong (Class of 1979) and they were
competing for the Suhaimi Cup this year.
They held on to an extremely hard fought

The Ortega Cup Challenge

1-0 win over the ORA team. This team
included our own ex-Singapore national
player Leong Kok Fann (Class of 1974) in
the line-up. Brian scored the only goal of
the game from a curling free-kick outside

SJIOBA Golf Day 2009 was held on 4 November on a
sunny Wednesday afternoon at Tanah Merah Country
Club. The event saw 68 old boys with friends and family

coming back for a day of golf at the club's beautiful Garden
course. Despite the wet season, the day was blessed with
sunshine throughout the afternoon with showers only in the

evening.

Led by the SJIOBA
president Phillip Seah,
17 flights teed off at around 1pm and finished
around 6.30pm. Avid golfer Dr Bernard Thio won
the event.

Dinner was served at the Garden View Restaurant
and was graced by the SJIOBA immediate past

the box, thus retaining the Suhaimi cup
again for the Josephians. Brian said that it
was a huge team effort as the team had
only started training months ahead of the
cup. They fought hard against a very strong
ORA team that also had a few ex-
international players as well.

The SJI Under-40's team led by Captain
Julius Toh (Class of 1986) also had another
tough game against the junior ORA team.
There was plenty of action on the field with
both teams threatening to break the score
line on numerous occasions throughout the
game. The match ended 0-0 and as with
the tradition of the competition, the away
team (the SJI Under-40's) took the Ortega
Cup home. 

SJIOBA Golf Day

president Leong Kok Fann
and the current
school principal, Dr Koh
Thiam Seng. 

The event was organized by the SJIOBA
sports secretary Au Yong Keng Song (Class
of 1994) and old boy Tan Ju Kuang. Look
out for information on Golf Day 2010 at
the SJIOBA website.
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On the sunny morning of August, a 33-member delegation of principals and
teachers from SMA Tarakinata, visited SJI to learn how the school operates and
gain an understanding of a Catholic school in Singapore. 

Sr Imelda, CB, Principal of SMA Tarakinata (in photo with Dr Koh) said, “It’s good
that the school has such nice facilities for all their programmes. As there are so
many initiatives for the students to get involved in, they must be very busy. And from
what I see, the students look very happy, and the staff look very happy too. The
whole environment makes the school a happy place to come to everyday.” 

On 12 October, a 4-member Japanese Team visited SJI
to learn about the Science programme in the school.
Prof Kawakami is the former President of the Society

of Japan, Science. The Japanese delegation toured the SJI
premises including the Science Labs, where they were
impressed with the many tools and instruments available to
students for their scientific pursuits. 

This year, SJI saw the following
staff retiring after nurturing

generations of Josephians.

(From left) Mr Tung Kok Cheong
taught Maths at SJI for 21 years.
Teacher Mr Heng Guek Boon said,
“Mr Tung has always shown a keen
sense of responsibility. When it
comes to the prize winners list at the
Annual Parade, you will not find any
errors or mix up: the makings of a
good Math teacher.

Mdm Perumai served SJI diligently for 27 years as an Operations Support
Officer. She was in charge of the photocopying needs of the school.

Mrs Eirene Chan was an assistant librarian with SJI for 12 years. With a
cheerful disposition, she gets along well with everyone. She is really enjoying
her retirement: She is off on a world tour.

Mrs Lily Kwang served SJI for 15 years as a CL teacher. She was always full
of creative ideas and took every opportunity to learn something new.  

Mr Mydin Gani, also known as Mr
Meticulous in SJI, has been with SJI for
21 years. He took care of the Science
labs as the Higher Lab Technician. He
will be back with SJI next year on a new
contract.

As a History teacher, Ms Ameena Syed
has nurtured many cohorts of
Josephians for the last 20 years. She
makes a lasting impression on everyone
she meets – teachers and students alike.

What is most admirable about her is her well-balanced approach to life. 

Mrs Meenal Devarajaan taught Tamil and Higher Tamil in SJI for 15 years.
She was instrumental in laying the foundation for the Tamil Cultural Society in
SJI. Mrs Meenal was always proud of her students and shared their joy in their
many pursuits and achievements. 

Mrs Hsu Chao Tho served as a CL teacher at SJI for 28 Years. She was known
to her colleagues and students as one of the most hardworking and strictest
teachers in SJI. Mrs Hsu spent most of her time, effort and energy looking after
the interests of the students and the school. 

strengthening ties

End of an era
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Visits
13 Aug 09
Principal and staff (SMA
Tarakinata, Indonesia)

28 Aug 09
Dr Jayne W. James, Senior
Director of Education Leadership
and  Mr Mark P. Andrews,
Director of Professional
Development Services (ISTE).

24 Aug 09
Teachers and students (SMPK
Penabur Tirta Marta, Indonesia).

18 Sep 09
Staff (Singapore Polytechnic)

2 Oct 09
Mr Bradley Adams, Executive
Director of the International
Boys’ Schools Coalition (IBSC),
Canada

12 Oct 09
Prof Kawakami (Aichi University
of Education), Prof Morimoto
(Nara University of Education),
Prof Yoo (Nagasaki University)
and Ms Mamiko Komura (Nara
University of Education)

About 30 staff from Singapore
Polytechnic visited SJI as part of their
annual, Excellence in Education and

Teaching Convention (EETC) with the 2009
theme: Towards Holistic Education. 

“The whole impression of SJI is wonderful. I
find the students are ‘rich’ in their
development, physically, academically,
emotionally and spiritually. The school
environment is green, spacious, and artistic
and filled with history and values. The school

creates a sense of belonging. I am sure not all graduates SJI produced are of the top grade.  But, I believe all their students
and graduates are proud to tell others they are from the school.” Mr Quek Nguan Tuan, Senior Lecturer in School of Digital
Media and Infocomm Technology. 

In early October, Mr Bradley Adams, from IBSC,
visited SJI. He commented: I wanted to visit a top
boys’ school in Singapore and that’s why I am

here today. I must say, I am impressed at how well-
behaved and hospitable the boys are in SJI.
Although it is the examination period now, the boys

are very well mannered. 

I am also impressed with all the work
that Dr Koh is doing to develop the

teaching staff at SJI to help them to
become better teachers.” 

SJI is a member of the IBSC. Founded
in 1995, the IBSC is a not-for-profit
coalition of independent, parochial
and public schools from around the

world dedicated to the education and
development of boys world-wide.
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