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Some old St Joseph'’s Institution boys
want PSLE cut-off points to be lowered

‘Don’t be elitist, SJI’

REPORT: BRYNA SIM
brynasim@sph.com.sg

Institution (SJI) believe the school has become.
Lower the cut-off point. Take in more students
from its affiliated schools, they say.

But the SJI board of governors does not agree. (See
other report.). While it wants to continue to cater to
boys from affiliated schools, it also wants to
open its doors to top students.

The issue is set to figure at the Old Boys’
Association’s annual general meeting (AGM)
on Friday. The association has more than
4,000 members.

The matter was first raised in a discussion
paper by Mr Jeffrey Heng, 65, at the 14th
AGM in March last year.

Mr Heng, a former board member, felt
there was a need to build a strong alumni. To
achieve that, he suggested that three quar-
ters of students entering SJI should be from
SJIJunior and other feeder primary schools.

The other feeder schools are St Stephen’s, St Antho-
ny’s and De La Salle.

Mr Heng and other old boys “expressed disappoint-
ment” that students from the affiliated schools com-
prised “less than 30 per cent” of the total enrolment.

This was between 1996 and 2004, when Mr Heng
was on the board. He feels SJI should reserve 50 per
cent of its places for boys from SJI Junior, and another
25 per cent for boys from feeder schools.

E litist. That's what some old boys of St Joseph’s
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Mrs Sara De Souza, principal of SJI Junior, declined
to give exact percentages of her students going to SJI,
but said that it was “lower than 50 per cent over the last
five years” and that the figure was constant.

Speaking to The New Paper over the phone yester-
day, Old Boys’ Association president Philip Seah said
its ex-co had agreed to Mr Heng's request for the
matter to be raised at this year's AGM.

“I'm excited,” Mr Seah, 55, said. “This is the first
time we're having a forum to debate this.”

He declined to say which side he support-
ed but stressed that the forum was to “let old
boys give vent to their feelings” and that “peo-
ple should go with open minds to listen”.

He added: “It's meant to be a discussion.
No votes will be taken.”

When contacted, Mr Heng said he was for
a more affiliate-based admission policy as he
believes that attracting boys with higher
PSLE scores would not necessarily elevate the
school’s ranking. SJI is ranked among the top
20 secondary schools.

Mr Heng said: “I care about the school and I want it
to do better. Who would argue against seeking excel-
lence? But I feel we can attain excellence through other
means, even if we lower the entry point.”

He wants S]JI’s cut-off point for affiliated students to
be revised to between 220 and 225.

The current cut-point for affiliated students is 238,
while that for non-affiliated students is 244.

Mr Seah is looking forward to a lively debate.

“I'm confident that the old boys will conduct them-
selves with a sense of decorum,” he said.
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Healthy Participants Needed!

Pfizer Clinical Research Unit (PCRU) needs healthy participants for
a scientific study involving an experimental medicine used to treat

systemic lupus erythematosus (an auto-immune disease).

The purpose of this study is to investigate how the body handles the
medication when administered orally in single or multiple dose. The
safety and tolerability is also being assessed at the same time.

Pre-requisites:

e Healthy males and *females aged 21 to 55 years old
(*Females must be of non-child bearing potential; either at least
2 years postmenopausal or had a hysterectomy)

e No illnesses and not on medication

e No drug allergies

e Non-smokers or ex-smokers only

e Have a body mass index (BMI) of 17.5 - 30.5kg/m?2 and weighs
more than 50kg [BMI = Wt(kg)/(Ht x Ht)(m)]

If you are eligible, you will be invited for a discussion and a free
medical check up. You will be paid for your transportation and time.
The study is estimated to be conducted over 4 to 5 weeks.
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‘SJI must be
school of choice’

SJI should reposition itself as a “Catholic school
of choice”, the board of governors believes.

Board member Chan Keng Luck said that
those who share this view feel that there has
been a drop in the number of boys with a PSLE
T-score of 250 and above who pick SJI.

The board said in a letter on 18 Mar that “top
boys from our Christian Brothers’ primary
schools are not selecting SJI as their secondary
school”.

The board feels that “SJI must be
repositioned to strike a balance between being
able to attract a fair share of high-ability boys
and being able to cater to boys from the Catholic
community” and affiliated primary schools.

The Board refuted Mr Heng’s notions that SJI
had grown elitist. It said “about 10 per cent of
SJI’s Secondary 1 intake this year had a PSLE
T-score of below 230”.

Many of these boys were from affiliated
primary schools, and sons of old boys and
Catholics.

“Some preferential treatment is shown to
affiliated boys but SJI cannot accept all the 300
or so appeals it receives every year,” said the
board in the letter.

The board added that “a primarily
affiliate-based admission policy would be a step
down a slippery slope”.
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