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Sfl wins
excellence
award
SINGAPORE - St. Joseph's
lnstitution (SJI) was one ol only
t\\'o schools in Singapore to
receive the School Excellence
Award (SEA) frorn Minister ol'
Education (MoE), Dr Ng Eng
Hen, ar fte 2009 Minislry of
Education Work Plan Scminar.

The School Exc€llence Award
rccognises schools for thcir
exccllence in educarion processes
and outcomes.It is the higlrcst
and rnost presigbus a1r'ard in
the MOE Vasterplan ofAwards
framework since il $as launchcd
in 2004.

SJI's pnncipal Dr Koh Thiam
Seng said that the a$ard is "a
m'lestone chcck" ofthe school s
direction in "qualiq leaming
experienc€s lar al l Josephirns".
and that the school will "conlnrue
to explore new, cllective and
creadve ways of cnhancing thc
leamnlg ofour boys".

Onc ofthe stratcgies used io
improvc the school's standards
was to identify early slrdents
''who require a little morc
suppo'lin fieir studiei. said Mrs
Goh Poh Kenn, who is Depury
Pnncipal (Curriculum).

Such students are gi\,€n
tailorcd programmcs such as
aftemoon revisions to fit their
l€arning styles. Allcntion is given
to factors such as goup size and
study en\'ironnent which helps
make it rnore conducive for them
1o study, she added.

Based on the school vahcs
ol litith, senice and coinmuniry.
SJI'S school teachcrs see
thernselves as elder brothers and
sisters, \'hich makes ir €asier for
students to approach thcn for
supporl whcn needed.

The school recognises and
rcspects the uniqueness ofeach
sludent, and seeks fo develop
each one to their fullest polmlial
by offcrins awide varjet of
co-curricular activilies aimed at
equipping each slrdcnt to meei
lhe challcnges of the fulurc.

cenesius Chan, an old boy of
the school, has been teaching in
SJI since 1991. He remembers
ibndly his leaming experiences
as a student ai SJI- He recalled,
"Brolher Henry O'Brien was
my 1blm leacher and taught me
English Language ,nd lnglish
Literau.c. More thanjusl a
teacher hc inspired us 1() carc for
cach olher like brothers. Now
that I have retu.ned to serve in
my alma maler, I reach out to the
Josephians placcd in my care to
ahvays sen'e $,ith zcal and build
a lralenul conmunily in which
\\e canl our our mrssron a!, men


